existed for all vertebrate species. Using this theory for the skull, Owen first thought that the skull arose as a collection of vertebrae that were fused together, arguing that there were four cranial bones (parietal, occipital, frontal, and nasal) [1] . He used homology to explain that the frontal and parietal bones were expansions of the neural arch [1] .
While not talked about as frequently as others, Richard Owen had a profound an impact on the evolution of science and our understanding of such topics as skull anatomy (Fig. 1) and its development. He accomplished an immense amount in his life, and will remain one of the world's most outstanding comparative anatomists, biologists, and paleontologists.
